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My Lord, ._ 
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Taz ErisrTLe, &c._ 
Memories of all good men that new. You:;-in 
Heaven'in the Foyes." of our Lord." "That 
God would long: preſerve Tour Lordſbip for 
the Benefit of bis Church, and make all Tour 
Endeavuours for #ts Proſperity eminently ſuc- 
ceſs Jus Ly the Ry ah of” | 
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Le Jour - 12 6 ſbine, Gn men, Uh: they 
may ſee your. good Works and ghri fre your 


F ather which is in Heaven.” + 


% 'S F of = & 


<> gf f naed moloporrane En- 
; quiry FAL EVEL was in. the World, 


FT ; $5 us any Goa > Who! will-dif- 
{ig © cover tous wherelg. trucRleſſcednels: 
hes, andby what wayes and means:we may be a-- 
ble to obtaimit 2 An Enquiry. that: every man is-. 
highly concerned. tobe; ſatisfied; jn,,from:;thar: 
commonPrin ciple, of Nature that acti ines every: 
thing, £9; feck, its, 0wB: Fre{eryation and; Wellbe- 
ing: But ſuch. Darkneſs had. man's Apoſtacy 
broughs Up9n.:. his: mind:s - that; hei was ytterly at: 


{I ED 
loſs how to arrive, ar any fatisfaQtion in this.. 
Search , as by the great variety .of-diftering Opi-' | 
nions x ip man's. chiefeſt good ſufficiently. ap- 
pears. . Sad and de lorable. was therond non of 
. the World, plung' mn flery,, -and loft as to/all. 
| Renitdy within Nature's ken and reach, when 
our bleſſed Saviour, the tru light of. che: World, 
came:from Heaven,. on-purpoſe to diſcover has 
happineſs that mankind was groping after in the 
dark, and to this end communicared. his light to 
thoſe that were his ficſt Hearers, not enly ro 
guide their own feet in the, .paths.of peace , bu 
that they by the lighc of their Dottrine, and goo 
example , might" il}uminate a dark World, Yil- 
erſe the beams of ſaving - truth from 6ne end 
of the Heavens to the other, and by propaga- 
ting it to their Succeſſorg, make ſuch a Eomſorta: 
ble day to'tho(e Natioiis 'thar had long fate-in 
darkneſs, and the ſhaddow bf death, as ſhould 
know no night to the worlds end + And to. this 
purpoſe” he etjoyristhent herein thes Text; 
your Lyghtiſo ſhine; We, 0 0D b 
Which words; whether they were ſpoken to 
the promiſcuous multicude of the'Diſciples; br 
apptopriated''to- thoſe! that were tobe the Stew 
ards'and'Diſpeners of the 'Golpet Mz fey; is 
diſputed amongſt: lare}prerers,nor r need it be de- 
termined by 4me.-/ *Trs ſufficrent. for my þ pre-, . 
ſent purpoſe, that though the [Charge here 470 | 


bel ons 


, => 


—_— 
belong not colely to the: Apoſtles and thejr -Suc- 
ceſtors, yet.it caſts a:peculiar aſpe&t-upon them, it 

_ takes faſter hold of them by an acceſſion of 'pe- 
culiar ties, and binds them to its obedience in a 
higher and more improved ſence : And that's ſuf- 
ficient to'warrant my; addreſſing a Diſcourſe to 
my Brethren of the Clergy from theſe words : 

. Jn which as they have a peculiar regard to them, 
they contain a duty enjoyn'd, with a reaſonen- 
forcing it; and inthe duty enjoyned theſe three 
things. 1. A knowledge of the Dodrine of . 
the Goſpel , and that ſuch a knowledge as may 

enable_us:to:inſtruQ others. 2 A vigorous en- 
deavour to propagate our light, and to communi- 
cate this wholeſome knowledge to others. 3. A 
life canformable to this Do&rine. Of thele in 
| their order, beginning with the firſt. 

1. A knowledge of the Goſpel Myſteries,and 

that ſuch a knowledge 'as>may enable us to in- 

ſtru& others in them. The great end why the 

Goſpel-Miniſtry was ſet up , was to turn ſinners 

from darkneſs to lioht , from the power of Satan 

to God,and the chains wherewith the Devil holds 
men 1n captivity are chains of darkneſs. They 
are alienated from. the Iife of; God through the 
darkneſs that is in them. | Al the affairs of this 
dark Kingdom are. carried on by Falſhood and 
Impoſture. All the. Sophiſticate Wares that he 
obtrudes -upon men , for which he gains their 
R W-+. ſouls 


[4] : 
folks 1 ih exchange; are put 'off by-che advantige 
of ''datkneſs:and; obſciirity 3: henceifinners and 
fools are terms convertible in Scripttre, and 3; 6 
joxSrets tyra; that al fins-in-forhe ſence are ins 
of Ignorance' 1s:y00d Divinity: * The: Devit deals 
with fiitiners as Eliſbe with the Syrians; firſt ſmites _ 
them with blindneſs, and then Teads them ca ptive 
ar his pleaſure 3 ; as the. Philiſtims with Sampſar, 
firſt boxes theit/eyesrouryand then they are fir 
for His drtidpery. © i F would: fpoil. the Merchants 
of Hell ro have their: Merchandiſe (cen by a true 
lighr - And conſequently: he that would be in+ 


erital: ts: reſcue i ſinners: from; :under' the. -- 


Prince of darkneſs/iniiftibe furniſhed with an ex> 
cellent knowledge; with-a clear and bright under-- 
fandingable to repreſent thingsin their trueco= 
lours; the beauty o holinefs andrhe deformity « of 
fin; both ſtript 6f thoſe-diſguifes the Devil puts up- 
on therh tomake the one: lovely;and the orher ha+ 
ted. A little knowledge wich-an honeſt heart may 
qualifie an'ordinary Chriſtian for Heaven: Bur 
'tis no ſmall fcantlinagof: knowlelye will .qualific'a 
man to nndettake tx officro;the:charge dfeondag; 
ng others thither' ' Tis ſufficient for an ordinary 
Chreſttan ro Kriow his oWn'duty\ ts own weak-. 
nefl&s% his 6wn'' tmhprations 5: but: be. rliat hath 
the bells" deco ofobts," 'muft know what dury 
Heſ6ngs tb themvinicheir diffecent!Stations; What 
Yermpraticns their various.conditions are aſſaulted - 
v ci With) 


5] 
with,,-and what Weapans are proper ts repulſe 
them.,' what dangers they are expoſed to, and 
what remedies are: to.be provided againſt them. 
The, Worlds a Hoſpital of diſeaſed: ſouls ,. 1a- 
bquring upder yariety; of {piritual;;diſtempers; 
that: call, for; therrompaſſianace 5kill of the ſpict- 
_ tual Phyfician ; , who. ſhould know--what .reme- 
dies to.apply to their different maladies,and have 
them-alwayes in a readineſs,:; How:taaddrels. ar 
oainſt Pride 4n the. Ambitious,, Qovetouſneſs in 
the Mammoniſt, Cruelty inithe Oppreflour,Craft 
and. Overreaching Jin the; Frauduſent., Errgur, 
Pcejugdice;;. and Miſperſwaſiqn, in many a Well- 
meaning, byt ;deludeg-fon} :, How, to. convince 
the obhſtinate, and filence the; \gainſayer,to ſatisfie 
the ſcxypulpus, and confirm the.'weak ;; ito en- 
courage: the. .timeropssrandalarm.the drowhies 
ro make Hypgcrifie etfall bag Vizare, Vain-Qlo- 
ry - her; Plames. , and>prefumptien. her-deluſive | 
hopes ; to make the: ſtubborn-ungovetnable {pi * 
rits of. men'to under Rand She heautyiand bene tic 
of Government: His lips ſhenld.preſerve, know- 
ledge y-ithat;when he fpeaks it may be asthe Ora» 
cles.of God,., ſuitable-o- thepccafion.,; evident co 
the nnderſianding, forcible on the afteGionss: 9- 
 therwiſe: heal peysr, approve: umielf a: works 
man rhat needs :notbeafhamed!; He milt.hawe 
milk, for babts, and firenger;meat.\ for grown-Chri- 
fians;; beablcito vcqualpthemowark the beau: 
$19: D 2 ty 


[.. 


ty:of God: s Works; the” TIniipteſſh ons of Power, 


Wiſdom ,'*Goodnefs that he' hath ſtamp'd on all 
his Creathres ;, to which an Inſpection mto the 


Works of: Natare is: requifice.” * To make thenz -- 


ſee-the® Beauty of" Providence, the watchful care 
that'God hack -ExErciſe Wer His: Church: i in'all 


Ages; :to*which rhe knowledge of Church Hi- © 


ſtory and- Antiquicies is neceſſary. Aboye'all to 
make "them 'Whderſtand tr ſome good' meaſure 
= przciNin 4#/$9, the wonders'of love'and mer- 
cy, Wiſdont arid goodneſs diſplayed i in the Work 
of 6ur Redemprion j which cannot be welt done 
withotit gre## ſtudy', , and. ſertous application/of 
mind to find ovut-the meaning of che Holy Ghoſt 
tn Scripture; which'ts the only Anthentique Vo- 
Jame/in theWorld where the knowledge of theſe 
wondet? iz" \tecorded.” To x trite underſtanding 


wheredf a-great variety of other -knowTedpe in 


Laiiguzges; Antiquities, 'Cnftoms'of the Eafterii 
Nations, lenda very goodaffiftance RES 
-. Pimight ſpeak my'i {elf out of 'brevth ,' before: I 
weoTimmary of thoſe chivgs the man of 
G&e _ plit to be infteacted! in, before he be com- 
pervendy! furniſhed for che management of' his 
rMportant- | ' Charge.” The 2Phyfician: of ſouls 
fhould be well-verfed" $9 Soft "Anatornyy! know 
howlb govern chePatſicns of men; what's pro- 
per- ſe alliyYaridittivderate-them ;ivfor he 
can hever Welk govertn the'lves-of: men;thardorh 
(3 not 


_ T2 
 not-in ſome meaſure hold the reigns of their affe- 
cons in his hands> So difficult and important 
13 the Miniſterial Charge , that the Father had 
reaſon [to ſay twas a work Angelorum humeris 
formidandum, and nor to be managed by every, 
erfling undertaker. So ſenfible was the great 
Apoſtle of the weightineſs of it, though endow 
ed with extraordinary abullities from Heaven, that 
he cries: out, .7egs Tame ms ixang-; Who ts:ſufficient 
far theſe things | How much: then doth it con- 
cern us, upon whom theſe miniſterial abilities are 
not conferred but by God's bleſſing upon our 
own-induſtry tmplored by earneſt prayer, to ſtu- 
dy, pray, read, meditate, that we may be enabled: 
to diſcharge our Functions ſo, that we may not be 
aſhamed of our workmanſhip, that God and our 
conſciences may approve of us, that others may: 
receive benefit, and we find favour and accep- 

tance inthe day of righteous retributions.- 
2. A ſecond thing included in this Charge, as: 


ic [caſts a peculiar aſpe& upon the Miniſters of. 


the Goſpel, is a vigorous endeayour to communi- 
cate our light, and to impart this ſaving know-- 
ledge ro-others, which is done by inſtructing:theie: 
Ignorance, and awakening: their conſideration. 
Erft,, bytinſtructiog their Ignorance, addreſlirg: 
to their Underſtandings , Hlightning: the- minds: 
of men to make a-right judgment of things:. 


Lhe: Underſtanding , which is the leading facultyy 
B. 3 oft 


- L083 
of the ſoul mult firſt beenlighened, before the wilt 
-which. is the principle of afion can embrace 
what's good and avoid what's evil What ever 
the grace of God does in renewing the minds of 
men,it does it by firſt irradiating the Underſtand- 
ing; And the Minifters of the Goſpel, who are 
ſubworkers to Grace , muſt proceed in the ſame 
method. Light was the firſt in the Old Creati- 
\ on, when the rude maſs of being began'to put on 
Beauty, and is the firſt in the new Creation, 
when Chriſt is formed in the ſoul. This there- 
fore muſt be his firſt work, and buſineſs to bring 
them to a right underſianding, to reſtore them to 
their. right minds. But he muſt nor think it e- 
nough to convey truth into their underſtandings 
and leave it there,but he muſt work it upon their 
affeQtions by awakening their conſideration ,. by 
all che forcible motives of per{waſion, by at] the 
arts of wile and prudentinfinuation, forcing all 
the paſſions and atfeGions withia men to engage 
on the fide of truth,to; peint ic the deeper incheir 
minds. Sometimes awakening their fears by"re- 
preſenting the terrours of the Lord, ſometimes 
animating their. Hopes, by ſhewing them the re- 
compence. of the Righreous. He muſt never 
give them over mill the itrath/is  rooted\ in their 
ſouls; and cill the fruits of piery appeat in their 
lives. No nor then neither, but Kill he muſt be 
watering the cender plants , ſtill cheridhing all 
good 


[9] 

good beginnings, the firſt ſproutings of, piety,and 
encouraging {mall proficients to greater growth, 
the good proficients ro aſpire atter perfection,till 
Grace ripen into Glory , and a{l the Runners in 
thrs Race ,. all the Combatants 1m this Warefare 
have got the Crowns on their Heads, and the 
Palms of Viory in their Hands. Never forget- 
ting all the while ro beg of God, who alone gives 
the- encreaſe to Paul's planting and Apollo's wate« 
ring, to crown his endeavours with ſyecefs. And 
to excite himlelft hereto ſuch conſiderations will 
be — 

- That this i3 the end-for which all Miniſtert> 
a-abilicies were beſtowed', Epbſ. 4. tr, 12. He 
gawe ſome Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets,, and ſome 
Ewvangelifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; For 
the perfeSting of the Saints, for the work, of the 
Miniftery , for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 
All theſe ſeveral Orders of Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, 
and all variety of gifts that qualifie for the diſ- 
charge of their feveral Functions, were for the 
benefit of the Church of God; And no Talents: 
ſhall be more ſeverely accounted for than thoſe: 
given for chisuſe. The very beſtowing them 1s: 
anexactionof duty, the receiving them like that 
of Preſs-money, an engagement to-ſervice and! 
employment: ..If we let. theſe Treaſures lie by 
and ruſt, the very ruſt. of them will witneſs a+- 


gail Us. 
"Tis. 


[70] 
"Tis the beſt teſtimony of our love; the 
greateſt proof of our fidelity to our- Lord and 
- Vaſter. That great lover of Souls hath inrruſted 
many of them to our care,and in them the worth 
of many Worlds is depo? ted in our hands. 
Whether they ſhall live Ecernal Ages in «Joyes, 
£00 big for Mortal thoughts to conceive, or die 
the Devil's Slaves, and partake his torments, de- 
pends in great meaſure upon our care 1n inſtru« 
Ging them. What value our Saviour puts: upon 
them'is beſt underſtood by the price he paid for 
them,they were redeemed with the blood of God; 
and by his paſſionate recommending; them to the 
care of thoſe whom he appointed their Guides 
and Inſtructors. Simon Son of Fonab loweſt thou 
me? Feed my Sheep. And again,anda third time, 
loweſt thou me? Feed my Sheep , feed my Lambs. 
If we have any affeQion for that Saviour of ours 
to whom we owe our preſent valuable enjoy- 
ments , andall our future hopes ; if any compa(l- 
ſion for thoſe ſouls which are the purchaſe of his 
blood, if any regard'ot. that important truſt that 
muſt be accounted for with greateſt ſeverity, we 


cannot but bend all the Forces-and Powers. of _ 


our Souls to the diſcharge of it, and apply our 
ſelves to it with greateſt cheartulneſs and alacricy 
ih teſtimony of the great honour he hath pur up- 
onus: For | 

3- [c is the Nobleſt employmene' in theWorld. 
A 


£3 
A:work oPthe greateſt Charity /and Charity'is 
the work of Heayen. The' greateſt obgze&'of 
compaſſion in the 'World are' the ſouls of men 
blinded by Ignorance , enſlaved-to" laſt, in; bon- 
dage tothe: Devil ; and the greateſt labour of 
Love is Mat that's undergone to reſcue them out 
of that captivity. To cloath naked' backs, and 
feed empry bowels, and rederth miſerable-Cap- 
tives from the thraldomi of mercileſs Tyrants, isa 
charity that *God accepts, and highly rewards. 
But to cloath the nakedne(s of mens underſtand- 
ings by-making them wiſe to ſalvation, to feed 
poor hunger-ſtarved ſonls with the bread of life, 
ro break'off the Devil's ferters,and redeem them 
from helliſh tyranny , is a charity as much more - 
noble, as Eternity exceeds Time, as the Souls of 
men are of more worth than their Bodies. 'Tis a 
W ork'that rejoyces Heaven, cauſes Joy amongſt 
the Angels. Thoſe Bleſſed Spirits keep - (as 'it 
were) a Feſtiva] upon the- day of a ſinners New- 
birth. ' And ſhall a work applauded by all: che 
Inhabicantsof Heaven be managed with coldneſs 
and indifferency,. with faintand languiſhing en- 
deavours. There's nothing makes men more 
Godlike than-becoming great and publick Bene- 
fators ; and none aremote Eminently ſo; than 
they that are inſtrumental to-turn many ſouls to 
Righteouſneſs. He that hath any ſenſe of rue 
'Godlineſs in his heart , cannot»but think it _ 
67 C o 
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ef rhe: {cheat bleſiagy God-canbotow. upon 
kim;toimak$ him an-inftrumentofideciviog bleſ, 
fings upon Multizyde 2. Nuch.mare,blefliogs of 
elmcdmpattatce:tha; do; men-good for ever, bleſs 
fin gerhat! if and:prepars MEN for: Heaven; , -bhat 
flall-beeverlaſtiogly.cemembred thereWith eter» 
nal Halleliijahs'to Gad the Puthor , and eternal 
ackndwitdgments t&met che inflouments, . For it 
is riqt:0o beſuppoledJngraticure, a Vice ſo-detcs 
ftdble'on 'Earth., houl: (EVE had-any place- mum 
Heaven: 1:7 He eiont, FTI : = ' 
"2 oT his: wil bg + very greag evidence. of our 
awn fn ceriey! 9; F156 the Naf ures; the:tme Izdoles 
of true Pibry, whereever tvs, tgſfteadand di- 
heir ſelf: -Algood is communicative, and the- 
betteragy'thing is; the more, diftaſive.. Piety: £05 
hepts ctheihe@rts:of men £6 6(poule:the Ingegeſt 
oFuld mankind ;;;:tis. a-dayly -progipter. to:/goud. 
and worthy: adiions,' whe reby-gthers may-be ad- 
vantaped;; an active,rcftleſs Principle thaccan.no- 
more:ceaſe from benefittingal] thatcome within 
Ks reac, than frergan ceale $507 bacaing;, Ora | 
fpring from-fbrealning forch.'.,, The-love: of God: 
' and:tnar-are the Elements of. its Napure. , Above 
at; 4c makesmen; painfir] and;jnduſtri 145.11; theiy 
Eallinos) faichfulin their: 99vR lac ,and;Rath 
Cores chan apdiagdn -t-opr- blſfinefs 


and: om plbyinontzincho; Wosld: togommunicare 
the kno mitdpeofo hinm{elf &ad bisC h Mi}- td men: 
J | 


19 


to. 


_- = 
60, :drrcot ithenul gow thei Paths that lead!toi erernkdl 
happureſs; 'We'rannor have a bertts evidence 
that we arepartskers:of the Nivine Nature/then 
by indicadins the Divine Goodnefs:in employing 
thoſe Talburs be hathubeftowed upon 1s,'iÞo 'the 
bſe fort whichche defigne&'chem>'1Cher-ortn Soy 
- ſhip "wil be beſbmade ous by. our-refemblance - 
co our Heaven ly:Father, and! Almighty goodneſs 
is that Charadler clit moſt ceadilfpolRtrs? ic {e]f-e0 
the minds of wmbnywhen; theycwowld, framean i 
dea'of God withinthemſelves.:: C05 3801 
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colrprndidiaicban adepleiteSuportaiicnrnnnt] it 


Every Soul that we rme: futronhencabds Grin £5 
Heaven. will: = x new: tdfiro: _ _ pur Grok 
Dann 3-1 They"thet beiwi _— al Jones the 
brightneſs of, jog oundubey thatrurn 
many torighreofonſs arrbeiidiaifd ROW rk 
or if that platebo*clpubte qr mieaniny 
"th of our Savidurudlþpar ivvut'of Yoabbs He 
ther: receives: av Prophetlonthgnumeefids Profthet 
- fſbull receierPreph Prvewfard.. Whew ide Pas 
pher's vowand didirevimporeJonechingoextaners = 
dinary:and oſrutr_s chere' wonldibe nothins* 
os oourapementiiandenforceivient? to rhe:Juty:! 
w weslkdinorvohivelligadte of a= Divine: 
ran 31 4 migheyBe ion argued frdm that 
natutal-influenoe chehappidetiwe are inſtrumen-- 
cond 20a fororhiciswilt __ apon ourgwn. 


To 


- 


[4] 


To be inſttunental to bring: Souls :to Heaven,to 
add new Members to the Charch Triumphant, is 
to proyide fo. many everlaſting Monuments of 
our-prous care and pains, whoſe 7 oys will all unite 
and center yupon'us,we laoking uponithemn bur as 
our ſelves divided,Chrldren begottenby us:to God, 
with whom we travel din pain, till Chrift was - 
Formed in thene. Beſides, God who in juſtice pu+ 
niſhes the Acceſiory,, 2s-well as the: Principal in 
eyil  deeds!,' wilhbe niore irclinable ro-reward in 
us that good, that others do by our counſel, pers 
ſwafion and direQion.,. by how much he is more 
prone to-fliew.mercy;in'which he delights ;-:than 
9 affſi& the children of men, which he does ur- 
willingly. - And what an encouragement is this 
to. labour" inthe Lord's' Harveſt , to ſpend our 
{elves.for the: goodgokour:Floeks,,' when every 
ſau} that we ar&ioſtremencaliodave from death, 
will bring fiick-.an-accuumlation,.to our Joyes, 
: and] add a.new Coroner to'our Crown. » - + 
Bro third. thing\in:this b#tge,168:Ltfe CON- - 
formable wo the Do@rine- ak-.the'(Goſpel.:. Nor 
to mention-the obligations:tommob touewith the 
eel of. Chriſtians; there are ſeyeral:confiderations 
Peculiar to us as Miniſters of: the Galpel, that en- 
toxcei he ſtrictefkennformity zo-tliakiaws ctherfof. 
 c>5 BUY henear others ment}, by: he-urpency:and 
exigenceiof their ſefular employments, bave their 
thoughts a&en called off from. attending the 
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Concerns of Eternity z Our very office and em- © 


ployment tn this World confines our thoughts to 
the things of another. It is the happy Priviledse. 
of men of our Order that their general calling as 
Chriſtians, and more ſpecial as Miniſters, do in a 
manner coincidere, fall into one, ar.leaſt they hold 
an intimate correſpondence, and lend a friendly 
aſſiſtance to each other. Thoſe Jarger portions 
of time that others are generally obliged to be- 
ſtow upon employments ſecular , we are engaged 
to ſpend in ſuch, 'as promote our own and others 
 falvation. Ard if the want of conſideration oc- - 
cafion moſt mens negle& of the Goſpel (as "ts 
certain it does.) It 1s but juſt and reaſonable to. 
expect that they whole office oþliges them to give 
themſelves wholly to che medication and practice 
of divine things, who are Juris Evangelici con- 
ſulti, 'ſhould live moſt exa(tly anſwerable to the 
Goſpel Law. Abeunt fiudis iz Mores, ſaid the O- 
rator, mens ſtudies have an influegge upon their 
morals. Both God and men then will expe thac 
they whoſe ſole employmentitis ta regulate their 
own and others Lives according to the adngjrable 
Rules of Chriſtian Religion ſhould walk iy 
co their profefiion. Elpeetally being prowded for: 
11 temporals altaoſt without their care, that chey 
may: with leſs diſtraction attend the affairs of a 
higher nature. They ſhould cadeavour to eſ- 
cape not only Vjtia,but infirma Natur, the: colm- 


pw 
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mon. frailcies incidentto humanity{ahd approxet? 
as near as poſſible toperfeHion'of *Angels,: whom 
they ſo nearly reſemble in employment, they be- 
ing miniftring ſpirits ſent forth' for the good of + 
thoſe who ſhall be heirs:of Salvation. What'igreat- 
er indecency can: there bexhan for men that con< 
verſe frequently. with -holy- things, and toſs them 
ofren-in; their thoughts co have noiſenſe and re- 
Hh of themirpon theirchearts ?::Tomedirate up- 
enthe loveof/GodandChriſt; tobeableto tell 
affeRionate and'melring tories of its others,and 
that poſſiblywitha ſeeming wranfp8rtofaffe@ion, 
and yet to'freez by this firc3>tof have Tthe:paffape 
. betwixtthe head: 8 heareſo obfirified,thac nor a 
ſpark of- truch thacenlighreps the underſtanding 
can get intothe thearc,.iand warm at with ſuch a 
love asis the fpring of obedience, is:fuch aDevii's 
Mitadleagwies with! thatzoF Almighty:Gol, who, 
pfeſerved the three Children fromallfnellof fire 
ni-the'migſtuſiia; heny Furnace: That men, who: 
cr diſcepves!ts ochre xhoReafongbleſs]:rhe: 
_ Necoffit// the Bray of: Religihsh Jhould neither 
be bregiited'a pohb :theReaſon,nor conſtrain- 
ed byMe: Necellity; nor charmediwich the Beaw-! 
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oy of t:/43themoſt knaccotintablething inthe: 
World: What: wilÞ they: be !ables rounfiver- roi 
God, toi their:owri'Conftictices) When'theirown: = 
| Reaſohinps; Diſcourſes; Sermons will riſe up 5n- 
Hidgment.againlf chem >) What will they:do-4n: 
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the day of Viſirafion, when the great Biſhop of 
their.. Souls wilt call them to account for -theix 
fcandatous and unchriſtian Lives, ſo diffonant to- 
che Principles of thar holy Doctrine they pre» 
_ to: be:the Teachers of ?: 

© 2. The great influence of oor Examples in #- 
NE dt partem may be another conffderation. 
A little to change my Aughor's words, Eo furs 
hocoteonflituts, ut bona malaque noftra ad Rempub« 
licam:pertineant. Wecan neither go to Heaven, 

nor Hell folitary. I mean, we cannot go to ei- 
ther of thoſe fo diſtanc places, but in all grobabis 
licy others will attend. as drawn by the Inluctice 
of our Examples.: 

Firſt, Oar Holy and Excinplary Everett ren- 
der our Labours. more 'ſaccesful}, add Authority: 
and Veneration 'to our Ferſons, weight to- our 
words; make them: A6YS Pegmetss, Z, HKWWYTINSS » (as. 
he ſaidiof EpeGerns) cffefual prevailing words: 
'Fwill pur an edge upon our reproofs , facilitate: 
their entrance, promote their efficacy, be's means: 
 to-diivethem home. The words'bf God in our: 
rouths are more likely to become Aus Carre Nieves. 
ing 'Oracles,:the Seed of a New Birth: Nor but: 
that the Seed 'may proſper what ever the hand be: 
thar ſows'ir. © 'Tis:God's bleſſing: gives the en<. 
creaſe; and that depends not'on the/quaſification: 
of the-Ioſtrument : But yet'ris moſt wſually/found: 
aondyg: upop the: endeavours' of- good! men; 
Sln<1 4  Ourr 


wal 
Our $aviour himſelf. (I linkT may G6) would 
not have been; thonght to have ſpoke as never 
man ſpake., if he had not lived as never man liv- 
ed. With what irreſiſtible Authority . did he 
check the fins of others, when he uſhered in his 
reproofs of them with-his appeal to themſclyes 
touchingohis own innocency ? Which of you con- 
ginces ne of ſin? Chriſtian Religion 16 admira- 
ble ia the Divinity of its. Author, in the Purity 
of its Precepts, inthe excellency of its end, in 
the mighrineſs of its aids ; - but its Beauty is ne- 
yer ſeen to- advantage till ir become viſible in 
mens hves. Then it moſt charms the affeQtions 
of men, recommends it ſelf ro their eſteem and 
approbation , when ic ſubdues Luſt and governs 
Paſſions, and adorns the Converſation, When 
it makes men meek and merciful, pure and peace- 
able, humble and reſigned, watchful] eo'lay hold 
of, and improve all opportunities ro doigood. 

When to a great meaſure of knowledge theſe qua- 
litcations unite-in the ſame Perſon, his DoGtine 
diſtils as the rain, winds it ſelf into the: hearts of 
men, infinuates 1nto their affeQions, takes faſt 
hold of their ſouls. Beſides the bleſſing that at- 
tends upon a good man that renders his endea- 
yours ſucceſsfu],, there is a-natural aptneſs in his 
words to work an Impreſſion on his Hearers,. His | 
own ſou] having the ſtamp of truth upow-it, be- 
ig. caſt into the. mold of 3 it, and, rouch'd "ak 
L4 _- ſenſe 
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ſenſe of ts importance, and a tender fove and 
compaſſion ro the Souls of men, wilſoblige him- 
felf to preſs it home wich that unaffed ed gravi- 
ty and ſeriouſneſs, that his very heart will diſco- 
ver it felf in his Language, he will give you a 
taſte of his foul in his Diſcourſe. His words 
come trom the heart, and are moſt likely to reach 
the hearts of othegs, they proceed from a living 
Principle, and ior likely to beget life in his 
Hearers. Even Sexeca would advite his Friend 
Enucilizs to make uſe of ſuch Inſtruftors. Quz 

wit. docent , qui cum dixerint quid facienaumn [1t, 

} Faciendo, probant ; 7ui docent quid vitandum fit, 
CC UNGUAMN It C0 quod fugiendum dixerint depre- 
Fatt nur; quos magts admireris , cum videris, 
Jaam cum audruris, A good Life with him was 
beyond all Topicks of Perſwafions. 

Secondly, Our ill Examples have a malignant 

Nene and (catter infeftion far and wrde,will 

Anthority to Vice , and furniſh it with ex- 
iſe Tg apology. TIF the Salt, of the.carth loſe 

Ke} vOur, rote? !nefs and putrefaction will cover. 
| the ace of it. Two things make wickednef« 

| bold and daring , and ove flow beyond aff mea- 
lure, when tis either eſtabliſticd by a Law; or en» 
couraged: by leading examples. 'Tis obſervable 
all alotg chat the grearciymproms of decaying 
PIC I'S. gre legiblecin. the vitious lives of a de>" 

pray ved Cher p Pp; And. the beft | Proganofticks of 
$4 vl | 12 the 
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the future growth of Religion is, when it not on- 
ly tipps the Tongues, but lives in the Hearts, a- 
dorns the Converſations, and regulates all the 
Aftions of its Miniſters. - So that Cato's defini- 
tion of an Orator, V:r bonus dicendi peritugs, is a 
more neceſlary ingredient into a Preacher's. For 
with what decency & congrutty canhe be l(evere 
in reproving the faults of others, who is indul- 
gent and favourable to his owfſhk Quid enim tur- 
Pins quam ab aliis vite rationem repoſcere, quam 
1ue non potes reddere? All ſeverity of this na- 
ture muſt begin at home. [In all probability he 
will wink at thoſe vices tn others which he allows 
in himſelf, ſpare to ſtrike at the root of thole fins 
where every blow he, gives lights upon himſelf. 
For with what. face can he control the vices of 
others, whole reproofs rebound upon himſelf and: 
flie in his own Face? With what likelihood-of 
ſacceſs can he attempt to ſhame men out of cheir 
fins, who by his own example brings ſin into cre- 
dit ? Will thoſe Remedies he renders to others 
be accepted and.eſteemed by them, when 'tis ap- 
parent he either neyer uſed them, or if he did 
found them ineffeQua] ?- Phyſician, cure thy (elf, 
will. be retorted to his ſhame. For a Dewas to de- 
claim againſt Covetouſneſs a Diotrephes againſt 
Pride and Contention , a Judas againſtTreache- 
ry,a Hophni and Phineas againſt luſt and intempe- 
rance ,. 3 conceited. Phariſce againſt Hypocrifie, 
EN 1s 
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15 but eo do publick Penance every time he gets 
into the Pulpit, to lighe up atorch to expoſe his 
own ſhame by, to proclaim himſelf a wilful, hard- 
ned, {elf-condemned ſinner, to render himſelf a 
miſerable and ſad ſpeQacle to good men, but the 
ſcorn and mirth of fools... To what end ſerves 
the Miniſtry but to perſwade people to con- 
form their Hearts and Lives to the laws and cx- 

. ample of the holy Jelus? And what more effe« 
'Qtual courſe can we take to render all our endea- 
vours inſuccesful, than to ſhame our own profeſſi- 
on by an unſutable Converſation, to violate thoſe 
Laws we ſhould enforce obedience to, to confute 
our holy Doctrine by a lewd praftice? Little 
credit 18 given to him who frequently contradias 
himſelf, and no contradiction fo injurious to a 
holy. DoQrine as an unholy life. Quid werbis 
opus et cum faGia videam, 1s but too uſual a Plea 
though very unwarrantable whereby men fhift 
off the obligations preſt upon them by thoſe 

| who break looſe from all the ties of duty them- 

ſelves. Sin refles contempt upon every thing 
| it meddles with , makes not.only the perſons of 
men deſpiſed , bne their uſeful Counſels, their 
wholeſom Reproofs, their beſt and moſt convin. 
cing Arguments loſe their value and eſteem , as 
coming from them. Which the Spartan Sena- 
tors well underſtood, whena worthleſs perſon 


having mentioned ſomething uſeful to the Pub- 
| | D 2 lick, 
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lick, they voted it ſhould be anew. propounded 
by ſome Perſon of Worth and Incegrity , and 
then put in execntion. 

-Y Contormity of life tothe Laws of our Re 
ligion 15 the ready way to obtain that 5ktllin the 
My fteries of Chriſtianity thac will renderus abl- 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, Chriſtianity 
5s a DoGrine according to Godlineſs, and the ho- 
neſt heart 1s the beſt qualification in the learner. 
A myſtery of Godlineſs, and Piety is the beſt Key 
to the Myſtery. - Such a wiſdom as begins in the 
tear of the Lord,cncreaſes by doing good,and de- 
parting from Iniquity, ends in the Beatifical Viſt- 
on.Our underſtandings are enlighened 3 in this My - 
ſtery by the fame degrees that our hearts are purt- 
fed, til] at length when all ſin is parged out , we 
ſhall be admitred to the Gghr of God , who iz the 
Anthor &the end of our Religion, whither it leads 
us by ſanQification of the ſpirit, and beliefof the 
ruth. Chriſtianity is not Oftentatzo ſcientie,but lex 
2:t4,and wholoever does not conform hits [ite to 
irs rules, will be very ſhort ſighted in irsMyſteries. 
Errourin Judgment is the natural ifſue of a polſn- 
red hearr, tis.4 people that do err in their hearts. It 
theſud gment.continueOrthodox with an mmchri- 
{tran practice,” tis ſo by mere con tingency. He hath 
ao fecurity to be preſerved from dangerous er- | 
COUT » who docs not guard himfeli. from wiltu] 


uns; ic being too uſual co make ſhnipwrack of 
| faith 
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_ faich and a oo} conicience both together: 
Whereas he, "weiua {cs the beſt means of i trafor- 
mation, and does his' duty to the beſt of his 
knowledge and ability, bath the greateht lecuri- 
Ty nnaginable he inall-nor orr dangeroul] Y. "The 
fecreis of the Lord are with them that fear lim: 
A pood underſtandings have they that do thereafter. 
Fhe lamp of knowledge ts fed with the oy] of 
Frety, as this increaſes or dccreales, that wares 
on 2Rter or dimmer ; if this be nor prelerved that 
vil] be in danger to be extinguithed , ar bolt ic 
x17] caſt but a faint and Tanguiſhing Iighe , like 
the lepulchral lamps of the Ancients thas were 
impriſoned in a dark Vault, andlent only a wan, 
pale light to a dead Carcals. *Tis only by do- 
ing good and elchewing: evil thar we come to 
have our ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern becwixre the 
one aiid the other. There 15 a ſpiritual ſeniation 
in the foul of man that fees a Beauty,and relithes a 
{weetnels 10 all the acts enjoyn'd by Religion,that 
{tes-aſleep, unleis by an aCtive and vigourous pro- 
ſecation of our duty it be exerciſed and ftirred up. 
' 4. I add fourthly the «conſideration oi the 
Ferſon whom we repreſent, the Perſon of the 
| Son of God, the Great HighPrieit of our protet- 
fion, who was holy, barmlets, undefiled, teparare 
from ſinners. A Perſon thatmever-trod2 one ſtep 
awry:A Divine pattern of holineſs and purity, 
 mility and charity. His whole litewas a paraphrals 
0; 
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of this Sermon upon. the Mount : All his Agi- 
ons, Motions, whole Behaviour were exemplary | 
and inſtruting. We þlels the people in his 
Name, offer up their prayers to God in his Name, 
beteech people in his ſtead to be reconciled to 
God. How neceſlary isit thoſe hands ſhould be 
cleanſed from all pollution, that are lift up toa 
holy God, in the Name of the Holy Jeſus, inthe 
behalf of a people that he purified to himſelf to 
be a peculiar people zealous of good works? How 
1ncongruous and misbecoming 1s it , that the Am- 
baſſadours of the Son of God, he came 1nto the 
World to deſtroy the works of the Devil, ſhould 
be addiQed to any of thoſe which their.Lord and 
Maſter came to deſtroy , that they who are A- 
gents. for the Prince of peace, ſhould be of quar- 
re]ſome and contentious ſpirits ; that they, whom 
he hath ſet apart to draw others to a conformity 
to his Laws and great example , ſhould violate 
and trample upon his Laws, and repreſent his ex- 
ample ſo ill as if he were a Patron and Advocate 
of Impiety? 

_ _ Imigbtaddlaſtly (as iefirving our confi ins 
tion ). that we cannot be wicked without being 
more inexcuſable than other finners, whether we 
know more or leſs than they. If we know more, 
and do as ill our firipes will be multiplied pro- 
portionably to the greatneſs of our Knowledge. 
If we know as little, - and live as wickedly, |the 
greater 
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greater obligations and opportunities of know- 
ing better, will be put upon our accounts. The 
Devils who fell from Heaven, fel] deepeſt into 
Hell; and they who fall. from. Heaven Gates , 
from the greateſt advantages of knowing and 
living well, will be next to them in Torments. 

| am ſenſible what miſconſtryu&ion may be pur 
upon my honeſt meaning, and that this preſling- 
the Miniſtry co che regard of purity, may by (ome 
be interpreted Reproach and Libeljing. Bur to 
this I thall only ſay, chat they who have the thou- 
ſand witneſſes to atteſt the truth of their finceri» 
ty, may with joy and exulcation of ſpirit, turn: 
admonition to Panegyrick. And'l hope there is 
a great number of {uch- here, who the leſs they 
have to reform, the more they have for which to. 
rejoyce and to bleſs God. . And for thoſe whoſe 
hearts (mite them, may they continue ſo to do till: 
repentance and amendment follow. We muſt: 
pleaſe all men for their edification, and for their 
edification we muſt diſpleaſe them too. *Twas a: 
good with that of Bernard's, Sic mihi contingat' 
ſemper beare amicos, terrendo ſalubriter, non adu- 
lando fallaciter. Let us not think that onr faults 
can eſcape Notice, the publickneſs of our ſtation, 
the nacure of our employment will nae-ftffer ie; 
Wearea SpeQacle ro Angelsand' men ; the eyes. 
of Friends and Enemies are upon us; thefe watch: 
for our halting, thoſe eye us as their patterns. 
| _ .-. 
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Letus not become a ſcorn to the one, nor a grief 
eo the other, nor lay a ſtumbling. block in the 
way of either. Let 'us be .content -to hear our 
Daties preſt upon us by our Friends, who do it in 
!ove and compailion to. our fouls; or rather let 
not that contentus, bur letus proceed to CXt1rs 
pate and abandon all our Vices, This 1s the moſt 
cftequal courſe we can take to make all men 
good, and to make the. hearts of al -good'men 
Oleſs G od for us, to gain our enemies, and force. 
chem to become our friends. God will noc' fail 
ta make that Promiſe good to us, wherein to 
Chnitians in general he hath obliged himſelf : 
if a-man s'wayes pleaſe the Lord he will make his 
Enemies to be at Peace with hins. | 
| proceed now to the latter part of my Text; 
che Reaſon enforcing the Charge. here. given ; 
That they may. fee your Good Works , and Glovific 
your Father-which is in Heaven. That they 'may 
fee your 'Good Works, We mult take heed we 
ſtop not” rhere, for.if our Aims be ſhore of Hea- | 
ven, one Reward:will.beomehts fice Heaven too, 
The moſt ſpecious and gloriouz workstt done 6n- 
|;.to be feeniof-men, will find a-tell for their 
Reward inſtead. of an Heaven. But chaugh a 
50d Name. thay not be, ogritaft end yet as 1 
ſub{ervecnt totheGiary: of:God; asir- renders 133 
rore ufeful: ro.the World, and pacs-us into a 
occacer Capacity of doing good ,'it is tobe ac-. - 
9 0 OOO 
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counted one of God's Choiceſt Bleſſings; to be 
received with thanks, preferved with care, and 
procured by all warrantable means. Of all men 
a Miniſter ought to be moſt .tender of ic, ſince 
the Credit of his Perſon credits the Cauſe he 
mayages, and tis natural for Contempt to paſs 
from the former .to the latter. If men enter- 
rain a low and mean opinion of the Speaker, 
they'l diſeſteem the things he ſpeaks, ſlight his 
Dottrine, reze& his Capnſek, ſcorn his Reproots, 
never counſult him in Doubtful Caſes,and(to the 
' Hazard of their Souls)negle& that neceſlary aſliſt- 
ance that otherwiſe they might receive from him : 
And therefore Saint Pas! thought it no misbe- 
coming thing to wipe off choſe Aſperions caſt 
on him-by the FaGious Teachers in the Church 
-of Corinth, Indeed, 'tis ſomerimes ſo far from 
being a fanlt that it becomes a piece of Neceſlary 
Jaſtice that we owe to our ſelves, to vindicate 
our Names from Slander and Reproach. Tis 
one way of ref! iſting the Devil,whoſe very name 
carries Slander in it, and one of whoſe greateſt 
Stratagems, to obſtru& the progreſs of Religion, 
15 to blaſt the Repntationof its Miniſters, and 
bring both their Perſons and Office into diſgrace. 
And I could wiſh they would take notice of' this, 
who any wayes contribute to bring a diſrepute 
upon the Clergy, that they only promote the in- 


tereſt of Hell,-lend their affiſtance to the Devil, 
E and 
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and help fo aph6ld by this means: lis otherwiſe 
rotterins! Kingdom. * 

-- But"after alla Good Name is beſt ſnaed by 
the ſame Method-our ErcrnalSalvation js; That 
patient continuance in well-doing whereby we 
ſeek for Glory, Honour , Immortality hereafter, 
' will ſecure us ſucha meaſure of eſteem here, as 
God: fees needful for us. Let us be but careful 
to diſcharge our Duty,and for eur other concerns 
depofit them intlieſameghands in which we truſt 
our Souls. And if when we do-wcll we are e- 
vil ſpoken of, ' we may wear the Reproches of. 
men 'as'our Crown. 

Let us not therefore ſeparate what, our M 
viour hath here united, but ſeek our Credit and 
Reputation ſo far only, as it 15 ſubſervient to-the 
further Ends off God's Glory, and our Brethrens 
Edification \ That men may ſee our Good Works: 
and glorifie, &-c. What it is fot men to glorific 
God our Saviour himſelf can beſt i interpret, and: 
he tells us, Fohn 15. 0.8. that its to bear much. 
fruit ; To have thcir Souls ſhining with-Divine- 
Graces,and their lives beautified with the Works. 
of Holineſs, that is, to be renewedafter the I- 
mage of God; which.Renovatitdn-is wrought jup- 
on them by a hGarty. belict of: the - Goſpeſ®iand: 
ſincere endeavours'to conform; to the pregepts of 
ir. This then is the Purport of-our Saviour's 
W.ords in the __ part of the Text ; By being 
thus. 


= 


chus burningand. ſhining/Lights, 1 we-may.be hap- 
py. Inſtruments to. make others hearty and (eri- 
ous. Chriſtians. For/by- this means they will be 
broughe firſt ;; to love ,and liking of,;the Gol- 
pel. They will conceiye there is init ſomething 
more than Humane, when it makes men ſo holy, 
humble and charitable , ſo uſeful ro the World, 

ſo wholly taken up in promoting che greateſt in- 
- tereſt of mankind. *Twill breed. in chem an _ 
high eſteem of the Goſpel.For as nothing is more — 
injurious to it than an unſurable converſation in | 
thoſe who are the Promulgers of it, ſo nothing SE 
more-courts the eſteem of men to it, and recom- 
mends it co their approbation, than a ſtrit-con- 
formiry to its Rules. And when men once come 
to conceive High and Honourable thoughts of it, 
the next ſtep will be to ſubmit themſelves to the 
Laws of it,to put themſelves under tits Dilcipline, 
and try what efficacy it may liave upon their own 
.< Souls, which they ſce hach wrought ſuch.admira- 
ble cffeQs in the Souls of others. We may by 
this happy Union of Purity both in Life and Do- 
Arine , be Inſtruments of begerring ſuch a quick 
and lively {enle of Religion-in the hearts of men, 
ſuch a lerious and ſober practice of it in their 
lives, ſuch a.Zeal in them:totranſmit jr down to 
their Poſterity, that the places we live in-may be 
the better for us to theWorld's end,and all after- 


Ages may reap. the: fruits of our endeayours. 
E 3 The 


te] 
The whole Clin World hold their Religion 
at this day from thoſe that were the firſt Planters 
of it ;' every Apge'fince hath been irradiated with 
Their Irghe,and/ſwayed' by tlicir Grear Examples. 
The Children of Eight in all after Ages acknow- 
Tedge them for their ſpiritual Fathers, and: the 
Generations yet to comie will riſe up-and' call 
them bleſted; They had extraordinary Abiltties 
{you'l ſay) and brought Credentials from Hea-: 
ven, the Gift of Mrracles, to atteſt the Truth of 
their Do&rine. "Tis true, they had'ſo , and fo 
*ewas neceſfary they ſhould, being to propagate a 
new. Docrine, a Dodrine ſo contrary toall rhe 
_ Refipions then received in the World, they being 
ſo few , and having ſuch a wide Province as the 
World aſſigned them, and that ſo entirely capti- 
vated by Satan. But God, who proporttons the 
meaſure of his Gifts to the neceſſifies of the Age 
in which they are to be employed, is not wanting 
to beſtow upon us, even 1n this Age, what's need- 
ful for the maintenance of true Religion , and 
_ Tuccesful oppoſition to the Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs. Infpired Gifts and Miracles were then ne- 
ceffary to convert a Heathen WorJd: - Abilities 
acquired by God's bleſſing on -our own Induſtry, 
employed with honeſt hearts, ſeconded by good 
example, influenced by the Spirit of God, are as 
ſufficient for this Age, as Miracles were, for that. 
Manva wa ne ceſlary i in the Wilderneſs where ab 
ordinary: 
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ordinary and nataral ſupplies were wanting ; but 
when Iſrael arcivedin Canaan, where the necelli- 
ties of life were ſupplied. in a natural way from 
the Plenty and-Ferttlity of the Soil; their miracu-« 


-— 


lous feod ceaſed, nor do we find chat ſtubborn, 


mutinous People ever repining at the loſs of it, 
their neceſſities b:ing amply provided for with- 
outit. I perlwade my ſelf, were Miracles necef- 
ſary for the Age we livein, we ſhould not want 
them. The Spirit of God, ſent on purpoſe to 
enable for the Work of” the Miniſtry, doth ti} 
afford all neceflary Aids, Inſpired Gifts indeed 
are ceaſed, and Miracles, but the gracious effeQs- 
of it upon the Hearts of men, attending our Mi« 
niſtry are ſti}] continued, Where ever I ſeea 
Soul that's humble, and pure, and charitable, re-- 
Joycing in God, deſpiting the World, patient in 
Sufferings , and forgiving injuries and enemies, 

there I am ſure the Spifit of God hath Breathed, 

Nay there he dwells. And-(thanks be to God) 
the World is not fo degenerate, but thatmany 
of this temper may be found that owe this Re- 

novation of their minds to the influence of the 
Divine Grace upon them in the ule of the pre- 

fent Miniſtry. So. that what was adapted to the: 
Circumſtances of the firſt. Ages of Chriſtianity, 
that is cealed'; but what things accompany Salva- 

tion , what hind co renewing the Image of God' 


inche minds of men, futing them to be partakers 


of} 
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of the Inheritance of the Saints in light ;theſe 3 are 


ſtall contmued, and ſhall be to the World's end. 


Ler us therefore (my Brethren) Acquit- our 


ſelves like faithful Stewards inthe Diſcharge of 


our mighty Traſt. . Thoſe Souls that were re- 


deemed with the blood of God, are committed to 


our care, Let not what was (s dear to him, be 
vile and cheap with us. Let us think no pains 
roo great,no labour and circumſpe&ion toomuch 
to be uſed in ſuch a weighty affair. Curſed, ſaith 
the Prophet, is he that doth the Work of the Lord 


negligently. And the more important the .'Work 
15, the heavier wall be' the Curle, upon either to« 


tal negle&, or Jazy performance. We have ewo. 
Powerful Engines to reform'a depraved World, 

the Purity of onr DoGrine, and the Picty of our 
Lives, and they never work kindly and efteQua}- 
ly, butin ConjunQion; ' Never ConjunQion of 
happy Stars ever portende&d ſuch Bleſſings to the 
World , as theſe Gemella Sydera, theſe Twin- 
Lights, when they-rwiſt their beams, and ſhed 


their united Influence upon it. 


Theſe would make ns ſuch a Light of the 
World as would chaſe all works of darkneſs out 


of it, the Rulers of the darknefs: of this World 


would nor be able to ſtand before n*, if we pur 
on this Armour of Light. A knowing and well 
inſtructed Piety 1s borh Armour and Ornament; 


Armour both vf defence and offence, the -wea- 


pO ns 
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pons of olfffirfare that will ens us ſaccel 
ſulin geting the Lord's Battels, fignally inſtru- 


-mental in reducing a ſtubborn rebellious World 


to obedience to the Laws of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
the Captain of onr Salvation. Let bur this 
Command in the Text be obeyed, and we are {e- 
cure of his Aids whoſe Banners we fight under. 
For if* our Light ſo ſhine before men, they will ſee 
ounGood Works and Glorifie our Father which is 


in Heawen.. We ſhall hereby ſecure our own Sal-- 
vation, credit the Goſpel , rejoyce the Angels in 
converting Sinners, make all good men. with: 
thankful hearts and tongues bleſs God for us, and: 


our ſelves, after we have for a while been burn- 
ing and ſhining Lights in the World, ſhine as 


Stars for everandever in the Upper Regions of: 


Light and Bliks. | 


P I N I S; 


EFRRAT A. 


Page 7: line 27. read exlightzing ſor aightning, page 17; line 199 
read - y—_— for EpeGietas. 
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